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maller than a

presented

* Bears—"After a couple of readings, you

won't even notice him.™ And who couldn’t

use one of her Evcuse Cards (2008), in-

cluding #38, “Can't start till refrigerator is
clean” —Kathryn M Davis

Rana Rochat

Winston Wichter Fine Art
Seattie
Like many contemporary
painters who wark in encaustic,
Rana Rochat makes paintings
that are primarily concerned
‘with the medium itself. Her pan-
als focus on vanious pleasant but
generic visual effects: translu-
cent layers of form and color,
luscious surfaces, ethereal
depths. and subtle textures.
What sets Rochat apart from
other encaustic enthusiasts is
her command of apparently
spontanecus and slightly poofy
calligraphic gestures, all care-
Tully disciplined and laid down
with traditional formal logic
Earlier in the decade, her com=
positions were relatively busy,
filled with clusters of spidery
marks and enigmatic signs dis-
tributed more or less evenly over the sur-
face. Some depicted schematic vessels
catching ar missing falling drops of lig-
uid. The paintings in this exhibition (all
2009) were dominated by large looped
and spiral forms Moating over impres-
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erly. often behave like abstract
invading the pictire fromthe
corners, bumping ints one anothet, or
exiting to the side. This animation was
especially well conveyed in a grouping of
rine 16-by-16-inch panels. Each painting
I% & separate entity, but the ensemble
clarified the character roles certain forms
tend to play in Rochat's pictorial seripts.
Other paintings in the exhibition were
larger in scale, with doodlelike lines or
simple shapes gathered on the right and
left sides or in the four comers of the
canvas. The centers were often left open,
drawing attention to the layered atmos-
pheric spaces behind the calligraphic spi-
rals. The artist is especially interested in
how marks are imbued with “vitality and
elusive meaning” through their interac-
tions. and this show confirmed her suc-
cess in revitalizing her chozen medium.

— Patricia Failing

'‘Counterpoint

2009, The

Beginning’

Toganon

San Francisco

Inaugurating & new exhibition series

on West Coast photographers, this show

focused on the question “Is there a

West Coast perspective that can be
captured by present-day
photography?” Judging
from the work here,

maostly by recent graduates
from Bay Area MFEA pro-

info@newzones.com 403 266 1972



Newzones

From an essay by Jerry Cullum, senior editor of Art Papers:

... these paintings are successful in creating a visual
dialogue or conversation among their individual
elements, or what conventional aesthetic theory would
call complex composition; this vital balance and tension
takes place within a richly layered encaustic surface that
takes full advantage of how the colored wax is laid down
in layers.

Rochat builds a sense of sumptuous depth into her work
through the gradual addition of images and textures to
an initially stark and stripped-down groundwork.
Stain-like semi-transparency comes into the picture here,
and lends a sense of something far more deeply
interfused (to borrow Wordsworth’s familiar description
of intuitive emotional resonance) to the viewer’s reflective
meditations. But the meditations wouldn’t be possible if
the paintings didn’t succeed so fully as physical objects.

Excerpts from a Review by art critic Fred Koeppel,
Febuary 22, 2008:

The universe of Rochat's work is one of flux and flow; the
paintings resemble charts that might approximate the
famous "uncertainty principle" or a slide seen under a
microscope of active yet invisible and incomprehensible
life-forms...

This work is abstract, but not arbitrary. The encaustic
medium does not countenance accidents, and Rochat's
marks and swirls, her conjunctions of swathes and lines
of color convey an attention to detail worthy of a
goldsmith...Rochat's work is sophisticated and confident,
filled with tension and inner contradiction...
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