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Newzones Gallery is pleased to presents Cosmic Confetti, a solo exhibition by 
Canadian contemporary sculptor Sophie DeFrancesca.

In preparation for the upcoming exhibition, we asked Sophie a few questions about 
her sculptures, artistic practice, and life.

Gallery Hours: Tuesday - Friday 10:30 - 5:00 | Saturday 12:00 - 4:00
For more information or high resolution images, please contact Kezia Rooke at galleryassistant@newzones.com or at 403 266 1972

Sophie DeFrancesca

1. The use of laser cut acrylic is new to your practice. What introduced you and inspired 
you to experiment with this new technology?

Shortly after Covid restrictions began in my region, I upgraded the computer I had been work-
ing on for years. The new software was amazing, and I began to imagine ways of incorporating 
this newer technology into my practice.

With galleries closed and uncertainty in the air at the start of the pandemic, I decided to 
redirect my focus to creating something new. That’s when the idea of fluorescent acrylic came 
to mind. I have admired the use of this material in modern architecture, as well as the work of 
artists using it in a minimalist fashion, yet I knew more was possible. When I see it, the vibrant 
colours and luminescent quality of the cut edges always raise my spirits. My hope was to 
develop something that would uplift. 

2. You’ve created bears, a moose, and a stag for this exhibition. What attracted you to representing these animals?

The bears, stag and moose represented in this exhibition are much beloved animals found in the Canadian wilderness. Many of us grew 
up with a favorite teddy bear that provided endless comfort in our childhood. Some cultures have spiritual understandings of animals 
that I respect and believe we can all learn and benefit from [...].  

Cosmic Confetti

3. What do you hope viewers experience and take away from your exhibition?

I hope that the viewers of this work will experience what I experience when creating it… an uplifting 
feeling, and wonderment of our natural world and universe. I also hope it inspires a greater under-
standing of the unlimited potential new technology offers when it comes to creative applications, as 
well as solving pressing issues that face humanity today. From the protection of our natural environ-
ment to the stewardship of all the amazing creatures that rely on it for their survival, I believe new 
tech is bound to provide us with long needed solutions.

Gone Fishing, 2022, Mixed Media, 14 x 11 x 6 in.

4. Did you envision yourself going from sculptures with the Swarovski crystals into something so colourful like “Cosmic Confetti”?

Although I have always been a fan of colour field work and pop art, I could not have seen this body of work coming prior to the pan-
demic. It was when things slowed down, and I spent significantly more time in nature that new inspirations emerged. All these ideas 
started flowing in quickly, and I felt compelled to just go with it. It’s been a bit of a journey to get this far, yet I know that this is just the 
start, there is so much more to come! 

Rainbow Rain I (deatil), 2022,  Mixed Media, 20 x 20 in.


